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THE MANY. SUFFERINGS 
of an undone Gentleman, and his Fa- 


mily, here truly remonſtrated ro publick 
commileration. 5 


Themes Conringsby of North- mymsin the County of Hartford Eſquire, 
| having in the whole courſe of my life endeavoured the enjoy ment 

of my Intereſt in this Common wealth. alwayes in the rules ofthe 

known Lis and duties by me to be performed in a peaceable way, 
without any the leaſt medling in the unhappineſſe of theſe times, or gi- 
ving cauſe of fo many deep ſufferings to my utter ruine ; and not con» 
ſcious to my (elf of any crime deſerving ſuch Foceeding againſt me, 
by my malicious Enemies countehanced in rhe higheſt degree bein 
acts and proceedings againſt me, and the ex mel of enju and hard 


uſageyby ſeverall Committees in ihe County for Sequettrations, and 
the Co mittees if Examinatic eil here above, exceed» 
nig and a buſing the Powet x At Vrdinamcet, and Orders of 
Patliament, and cauſeleſſſi Me in my orig, Ge 
tance, e and Freety ting wah + wer 170097 
much preſuming there bg Bud for me to brig my hard mea- 
ſure from them, and the true f my cauſt᷑ to a right undetſtand- 


ing; having no other meant, I hegepublilb-fo all men of modeſt minds, 
and of right underſtanding, whoiarein x capacitie to relieve me, if poi- 
fibly I could bring my juſt Complaines and Grievances to be received. 
and beard before theq: but by; continued, many deev; and long inju- 
ries; ſo powerfull are he partie concerned over me ( as in the ſequell 
will appear) chat all y july es in endea vouriutz my lawfull remedy, 
and ſubmitting like heło the judgement by Ordinances, or Orders of 
Parlia ment, inſtead of ielief, the additionall outrage(td that low and 
miſerable condition they have brought me imo) ingages them to pro- 
ceed farther in their 2 ends toward me. 
And a word concerning all the cauſe of my wi 
Sheriffe of my County by his Majelties Comet 
reat Seal and Authorhy then unqueſtioned, ( 
ing to che Parliament it ſelf,) by Writ and C 
A 


= 


N wasthatI was 
642. under the 


he ſame that 
inn avs 
1642 


F 
IT 


# 


is 


—” * 


— * * -. ' 


” : 
— 


(2) 


1642.commanded co publiſh certain his Majeſties Proclamations which &*- 


by unavoidable Law, bound duty, and the tye of a ſtrict Oath Iwas 
bound to obey, no Ordinance os Prohibũ ion then to the contrary, 

the Ordinance for Sequeltratious till the third Month following, the 
13. of that Jar: at St. Albons cauſing a Proclamation to be read, peace- 
ably,and out of no intereſt of my own, but that duty and tyeatoreſaid; 
was leized by a troop of Horſe, brought priſoner to Lond in, not exami- 
ned or heard, ſent priſoner to Lindew Hauſe Gaole: Now becauſe puniſh- 
ments of ſo high a nature are a brand to poſteritie of ſome foule crime 
and miſcarriage; I offer this for my vindication to all the world, in t 
Judgement of rationall men, where was the cfferce deſerving the 
niſhment by a totall ſequeſtration, the office of Sher iffweek contin 
under the ſame Commithon till April 1644. hat I receive diſchar, 
Writ under the then new great Seal, whether the omiſſion of what is all 
my offence, in like kindecommanded from the Authority of this Seal, 
would not be counted a contempt of an high nature. 

And firſt by a miſ guiding and falle report mad to the Houſe by 
Miles Corbet, a Member of the Houſe, in theſe words: Mr. Corbet reports 
from the Committee of Examinations the bold and uubeſicting carri- 
age of the Sheriffe of Hart ſordſpire ho is committed priſoner to London- 
Honſe by Order of this Houfe, not aſſiguing wherein: and to this day 
the Remonſtrate altogether boi tleſſe, and unknowing any cauſe. 
.. Whereupon it is Ordered this Lune, 13. Martii, 1642. That 
the ſaid Sheriffe of Hartfwrdſvire, ſhall be wich committed priſoner 
to the Tower, there to remain cloſe priſoner, till the further pleaſure of 
this Houſe be known. 

Wherel continued at my own great charges, and in no better then 
cloſe reſtraint, from the ſaid 13. of March till 14 of Oftob. 1647, five 

and ſeven months, and then removed to Peterhouſe Goale, where 
with inkumane inſolence, and ſeveral aflaults of one Simballche Gaokr 
to the great danger of my life, I continned till 8, of April 1648. my fon: 
then obtained for my health ſake, (being grown into great weakneſſe) 
libertic for to go into the Countrey, upon what tearms I know not to 
this day ʒbut as to my impriſonment,being it was by Order of the Houſe 
of Commons isnot the thing Iany way queſtion, but ſo farre as ſo deep a 
diſpleaſure towards me brought upon me the opinion of ſome noto- 
rious wiſcerriage even from ſome Members of the Houle to whom Iwas 
not known, and others who though knowing my converſation licod 


doubt full of a right underſtanding of me, thus branded by ſu beavie 
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(3) 
puniſhment, and from ſo high Authority, to the (enſure even of my 
beſt friends, and advantage of malicious enemict, who thus contrived 
to ruine me as aforeſaid; and yet in that ſpace of time from uy impri- 
ſonment till May 1644. that they had fully ripened their intentions up- 
on me, my wife and now moſt diſtreſſed family living in my houſe in 
ſufficient forrow, and peaceably paid for me and for that part ef my 
eſt ate in our own occupation, for the ſervice of the Parliament, for 3. 
months for the Lord Generals Ar ny the Earl of Effex, one rate 12 li. an 
other rate 191i. anotherrate 3 li. towards raifing a ſcout horſe and cart 
and fortifications at St. Alboxs 5 li. 10 8. for 5th and 20th part 83 li. 10's. 
for an horſe and Arms 19 li. compelled by Do%or King,thoogh excufed 
by the other Committees, after all our horſes and Arms at ſeverall 
times plundercd from us, to the value of 120 li. for a ſeaſement with- 
out Warrant 7 li. for three other Szaſements 17 li. 2 5. the ſummes paid 
tothe Parliament fervice 143 l. 12 8. this was not to be reckoned De- 
linquency and cauſe of Sequettration. 
n the yeer 1644. Die Martz, 26: one Sic William Brereton in an Ocdi- 
nance thus : 
And be it farther Ordained by the Lords and Commons , that the 
onall eſtates of all ſuch Delinquents and Papiſts within the City of 
ndon and Weſtminſter, and within 20. miles of the ſame, not ſequeſtred 
nor diſcovered, and which ſhall bediſcovered by theſaid Sir . Brere- 
ton, or ſuch perſon or perſons, as he (ball authorile, under his hand and 
ſeal for that purpoſe, within to months next after che pablhing in 
Print of the Ordinance, (ſhall be allowed to rhe ſaid Sir V Brereron, for 
the fatther ad vancement of the ſaid (er vice. Provided, the ſaid conceal- 
ed eſtates exceed not the ſumme of 5090 li. And chat the ſaid Sir Fs: 
Brereton,or any perſon authoriſed by him as aforeſaid, nor any of them, 
ſhall poſſeſſe themſelves of the ſaid Papifts and DAinquents eſtates, be- 
fore he ot they acquaint the Commit ee of Lord and Commons for 
Sequeftrations therewith, to the end they may judge the delinquency of 
the perſons before his or their eſtates be taken away. . 
e 8. of April following, Brereton procures an Order from the Houle 
of Commons of reference to the Committe thus. | 
Die Lune, 8 April, 1614. | 
It is ordered by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, that it be re- 


ferred to the Committee of Examinations , (where Mr. Corbet hat the 


Chaire)toinquire into, and ſecure fuch Papifs and Delinquenti ettzees 
as Sir V. Brereron (hall diſrover, and report the ſlate ofthebvfinelleto'tlie 
Houſe, Herr: E , _ Pati; Demi Com. 

| z | 


4 May 
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4 May 1644. In purſuance of an Order of the Houſe, dated 8 April! 
1644. Sir illi am Brereton brought in an Iaformat ion againſi Mr. Thomer 
Conningihy. 

— that Mr. Conningibies eſtate be ſecured, and that Me Canning ſ- 
by and bis Wife to have notice, and required to come or ſend on Tweſday 
next, to ſhew cauſe why his eſtate ſhould not be ſequeſtered, that the 

Tennants forbeare to pay any rents to or for his uſe 3 and that ſuch per- 
ſons as Sir V. Brereton (hall appoint, take care to put this in execution. 

Mark here Ibeſeech you, tor the Cauſe of Truth and Right, and it is 

an old and true ſaying, Lyers had need of good memories,and Inglers to be wary 
in falſe praiſes : and here you ſhall find that the ſpeciall reference to the 
Committee (where Mr. Corbet has the Chaire is not in vain to Breretons 
purpoſe, he and his man Kirk the Clark then of that Committee, enter- 
ing and omitting as might belt conduce to the advantage of Breretons, 


for neither the Information of the 4 of Aq, nor order from my wife and 


my ſelf to appear was ever ſerved on any of us; but an Order of the 1 of 
Aq upon Breretons information againtt my Wite and Mr. Willizms, for 
ſending Horſe and Arms to Ox-2, and ſending intelligence thither, and 
upon this ordered fhe and Mc. Filliams are ſummoned to appeare ſerved 
on them 3 May, and that ſame day all their Goods within doores and 
without Iaventoried and ſecuritie, forced to be given for them, none of 
which is certified ; ſhe appearing on the 8 day, all chat laid aſide and 
the proceeding of the Committee, thus certified. 

8 May 1644. Upon the information againſt Mr. Conningsby : That he 
put in execution the Commiſſion of Array. 

Mr. Henry Coxon examined ſaith, That Mr. Conningsby did read and 
pm in pxecution the Commiſſion of Array at St. Albons, that be bought 26 Muſ- 
lere, and what he did with them they defire to know. f 

Henry Price ſaich, That he knows that Mr. Conningsby did in the leginning 
of theſe troubles buy 26 Maukets in London, and brought them to bis bon'e at 
Myms, and be bath ſeen them in bis Kitchin, be knows not what uſe be made of 
them,nor to what end they were bought, be bad Reſts, Bandeleers, and Match 
to them. 

Ocdered that Mr.Conningsby be brought to morrow by the Leiutenant 
of the Tower, and no ſeiſure to be made of the goods in Mr.Conningsbies 
houſe. till further ordered: : 

9 May 1644 Mr. Conningiby —— brought from the Tower; 
Me. Coen and Mr. Price their information appears no more but the pub- 
liking of the Proclamation of an: 7. 1642. was all the Charge againſt 
me. Mr. Tum then Mayor of St. Albons being examined ſaith, That Mr. 
Conning:by 


UMI 


C's) 
Conningsby then Sherifſe, came 10 Sr. Albons , and ſont for this Examinate 
being Mayor, and divers others of the Town, and d. fer their «ffftance in pub- 
Hſting the Proclamation now produced, and it wes publiſhed by his Bai, and 
r.Conningsby and many more were preſent, this Examin ate being alſo preſent 
at the time the Proclamation was read, which was done openty in the Market.” 

Me. Conningsly ſa ich, That be had the Proclamation, and did ſeul for the 
Mayor to aſſiſt him, and the Bailiffe read it, and it ra dime by bis command. 

Saich turther, That he received the Writ, and he wat Sheriffe and knew of no 
Ordinance, nor ever beard of any Order to probibite Decl at ation or Proclamation. 

Something was 0 to me about a Letter to the Lord C- no- 
thing to purpole and point of Seqaeſtration. * 

1 the whole buſineſſe: This Committee declare their opinion, 
that Mr. Conningoby is within the Ordinance of Sequeſtration, and that 
hiz eſtate be ſecured till it be ed,and the Houle give further order, 
the falacy is (upon the whole bufinefſe) as proved in all; and yet 
wichour'report and further order. | 2 

20 May 1644. Ordered that Sir Will Brereton have power to compound 
for,and ſell the goods and other eſtate of Mr. C. wningby, ſeized by order 
of chis Committee, giving account for the ſame tothis Committee. © 

Fiera Copis et. per Ste: Kirke,Clerk of the ſaid Committee. 
 Likewife the Proclamation ritten at large in the Certificate. 

Upon this Order of 20 May, Breretons Agents entered my Houſe by 
force, and not by his Ordiuance, for he did not acquaint the Commirtee 
of Lords and Commons, nor had not their Judgement of any Delin- 
quency rendring me li able to d queſtration, and that day & other days 
within doores,and without, took away all my goods and perſonall e- 
ſtate, to the value of 1600 li. 

So that beſides the irregularity uſed in taking away my goods for the 
manner of ic againſt the Ordinances of Parliament will manifeſtly 
appeare upon reading the Cauſes thereof, in the proceedings as afore- 
ſaid. 4 ; 

And this is certified by the Country Committee, as the whole matter 
whereon they have pretended the ſequeſtration of my reall eſtate, ſo 
that I vat not ſequeſtered at all, but my eſtate irregularly and violently 
by them taken from me, for as they cercifie their concurring: in Judge 
ment with the Committee of Examinations, that Committee nor the 
Houſe it ſelf had no power to ſeize the eſtate or judge of thedelinquency, 
but the Committe of Lords and Commons,both by Breretons Ordinance 
and the ſeverall Ordinance for ſequeiterations, declaring the Cauſes of 

| The 


ſequeſtration. A 3 


TOR 4. 
The Houſe of Commons gives power to that Commictee only to en- 
_ into, ſecure, and repori which power that Committee did cxceed; 

or by order of that Committee. Bfereton did ficlt ſeize and ſecure my 
eſtate before any enquiry, (and guided by unſconcionable covetouſnes, 
was loath to let go his hold right or wrong) which was not cill 9 A4 
that] appeared,was broutzht thither a Prilon-r, & examined as afore- 
ſaid, and then without hearing Counſell, or other hearing then as afore- 
ſaid they voted me within Ordinance, my eſtate to be fecurcd, till re» 
ported to the Hbuſch and fut ther order of the Houſe. 

That Committee had no power to ſudge of the D-linquency by that 
order of reference, but they do not only exceed that order, but violate 
their owne-order ot · May, which was not to ſequeſter or diſpoſe of my 
eſtate, but to ſecure it till reported roche Houſe , and further order of 


the Houle ; ind yet by their order of 20 M, that Commictee gives Bre- 


reton power to compe nd for, and ſell my goods and other eſtat/. 

By colour of which,he fold and had away all my goods, which ls ap- 
parent againſt his Ordiaanc:, the order of che Houle of Commons, and 
the ſet ed order of the Committee if ſelfe of 9 Aa, and ſo ic could be 
no ſequeſtratlou for my goods by the Committee of Ex ami qationt. 

And then the Committee of the Countcy for ſequettcacions,, having 
no other ground to warrant their pretence of ſequeſtration of my real 
eſtate chen che directions of che (aid proceedings of the Committee of 
Examinations tranſa ſted unto them, as they in their Certificate expreſſ 
the ſequeſtration of my real eſtate as ĩs pretended, can be no due ſe- 
queſtration otherwiſe then of che perſonall eltate;having an unjuſt [ile 
and zround, (the ſaid proceedings only of the Committee of Examina- 
tions) which is all the cauſe of ſequeſtc at ion certified. | 

Thus Brereton bas compaſſed his ends upon my perſonall eſtate, ſume - 
thing wich fayour give me lea ve concerning his Inſtruments that ated, 
they were all firangers, except one Andrews that was newly come to be 
Vicar of the Pariſh, they were appraiſers and buyers themſelves of all 
but the Cows and ſome Sheep that ſtockt the Lady at Caſbebury, whi- 
ther they were driven; their aſſiſtancewerea pack of Women Inhabi- 
namts in Tan ball. ſtyeet and Charter bouſe- lane, whither the purcherſers 
brought divers Cans loads of our goods, and in there actings ſo uncivill 
to my wife in that diſtreſſe that they took her by neck & ſhoulders and 
turned her out from het Cloſet, and wich reproachtull language, but 
for deliring ber Trunks might be opened and the goods valued, which 
they bought at a rate ſet on the whole roome, and ſhe having 8 we 

ac 


. *. 


. *. 


1 


wa 
(72 

Coach which was ſome convenience for her fe and childoen, wich twp 
of her own horſee, ſuch mean ones; as ſhe cauld provide a ſter ſever all 
plunders of her horſes to-keepheohuebandicatoce, androdrow her 
Coach ſometimes thefe Guſlijpshad a momꝗſi thein-bargh il bring 
them to Land in, the other Merchants and Breretiar:Agencs!,- as they 
called theniſelues, ſo totally rifled my houſe, this they did not ſpare 
the Cubberds out of the walls ſettled wich the building; but ture them 
out, and the B ns in my Butt ory, and Beer-italls in t he Sellers i bet auſe 
too unwildie to gu ouc of doores, they beat io peeces, aut miader them 
uſeleſſe ſor any thing but the fire: The Beerin the Soller they vinined off 
of che ſtands, chreatning to let it about the huuſr: to ak away the 
barrels, and thus compelied her to buy at theic rates to (ave the dine, 
and'in alt thofe proceedings will not ſufler her to know rhe valuation 
of her goods thus rent from her, or to have Inventory. gf particujars 
which ſherequiced of chim. 1 2 3$4(r1k 8 ( 1: Der. 81 

t Abril 1643. Ordinance. After theſe come the Committees and 
Sequel | 


athrs of the Countrey to a&cheit parts for my reall eftace; and 
as beforeg not regarding to proceed upon cauſes in the Ordinance ex» 
prelt'of Scqueſtrarion, wherher my eſtate were lyable; or that their 
o:edings ay be juſtifiable, having noright to act but by the 
of the Ordinance, and their doings in execution and e ſormance of che 
Ordinances, and inſtruftion upon the Ordinance where doubt it, he- 
cher c hended within Ordinance to certifie the ſamete the Come 
mittee'of the Lords and Commons for fart her directions. Thus in che 
3d. Inſtruction, and reicy ratett in the 13. Inſtruction. 5 6 336"! 
109 Auguſt 1643. Ordivaneeof Explanation. EF 10 22441 

Within compalle of Sequeſtration to fue and moleſt for doing in 
performance of the Ordinance,the Committee and dequeſtratots to de- 
liver an exact Inventory tothe owner, ſubſcribed under alt theirhands, 
vf all-cftate whatſoever. To make due appraiſemem by cwo skiltull apy 
prai'ers, men of quality, and known integrity. | | 

The Committee of Lords and Commons to receive no Information 
againſt the Committee of the Countrey, till the matter certiſed under 
the hands of two or more of themſelves, or refaſe to certiſie the ſpecial 
matter, or Certificate cannot be had, Indempnity and protection for 


doing in purſuance of this or the former Order for Sequeltrations. 


By colour of Sequeſtration theſe Committees enter injuriouſly on my 
reall eſtate and Rents at Nortbmyme,from the time of Breretons his agents 
taking away all my goods, May 1644. full five yeer and an half, molt 

part 


| 8) 
part of thistimel continue inGoales, cannot, nor have not the means 
to act in my own bufineſle, and to acquit my ſelf from theſe heavie and 
longcontigued injuries; cannot get my wite to endeavour the means 
of my relief, but content with that poore pitt ance, a fifth part meanly 
ed to her; My ſon notwithſtandiag my often and earneſt deſire 
to ſeek to bting my Cauſe to a right underſtanding: Anſwers, he dares 
not meddle in it ſor fear of hazarding to bring himſelf into trouble: 
and rather though aga inſt my minde, and deſiring him not to meddle 
with my eſta te; becomes Tenant to them, and ſo becomes a countenance 


to cke injuries and unjuſt actings againſt me, wy eſtate going thorow- 


his hand into theirs, and for reaſon pretends regard to his own Intereſt 
to the Reverfion, to preſerve the eſtate from watie to be committed, and 
the rather becauſe ot my ſickneſſe and infirmity,, contracted by my long 
impriſomment, and the weakriefle of a walted: body, ever ſioce May 
1645. and my ſon, as is aforeſaid, procuring liberty for me to go Into 
the trey, and chat I waz atiſo much frerdome to conſider my own 
hard condition, and the way I conctived beti to ſcek relief. I ſent often 
to the Committee to require an Inventory of my eſtate they had recei- 
ved according io the Ordinance, and likemiſe eo demand Certificate 
of — matter of their ſopretended fequeltration, to bedirected 
tothe mĩttee above, that ſo I might uſe my belt indea vout for re» 
medie, which they denyed me in both, and ſo delayed my proceedings 
to keep my eſtate till in their power: and my fon before my coming 
down ha ving contracted wich ther ſor a yeer to hold the mom ie of my 
eſtate at a Rent, for the other moitie was in extent upon a Recogni» 
xance of 1000 li. which I did enter into long fince to one Silverlocke, 
and the Committee of Lords and Commons, as by their Order may ap- 
pear; Ordered that in caſe the Committee did not ſatisfie him his prin- 
cipall and Intereſt, to the diſcharge of the full debt, to perwit him to 
ep his benefic of the Recognizance upon the Lands under Scqueſtra- 
tion lyable thereto; whereupon Mr. Ja: Cambel and my fon who marri- 
ed Mr. Cambels filter, in May 1646. paying Silverloc 860: li. and to pre- 
vent ſame inconvenience that might fall — us upon Agreements 
and Covenunts upon my ſons ma at being a 
cognizance entred into by me, had the Recognizance- and extent by 
Silverl· eꝭ aſſigned to them. Of this more anon. 

Out of my ſons agreement wich them to hold the firſt moitie at a rent, 
with ſo much abated of the Rent as was computed a fifth part, his mo- 


ther and he agree upon ſuch a quantitie of the (aid Land, to keep — 
xtle 


ter the time of the Re- 


(9s) 
little ſtock of Cows ſhe had, the belt ſubſiſtance to her ſelf and family: 
my {on in the mean time payes at Lady day half the Rent, and ſome other 
pait after: and requires an abatement for Free quarter, amounting to 
at much or more then remained, and that not due till Ai baelmas day; 
yet one Lattimer, and one Ireland, by Warrant from King and Robottome, 

come on the 22. of 5 and drive out of a paſture called Innings, 
"being part of the Land agreed on betwixe my ſon and his mother, ſeven 

milch Cows, and foure yeerling Bullocks , fix of the ſeven being my 
wives own Cows, and 3. of the 4. and drive them to &. Albong. 

The ſameday I went to St. Aibons, demanded the goods to be reſto» 
red; it is denyed by King: Itock out a Repleve, which King would not 
have obeyed. Hereupon I meeting the Cattell in the high-way,did drive 
them back again: and by the proviſion in the Ordinance,upon pretence 

of Rent, the Sequeſirators remedie is but the ſame with a Landlord, 
againſt whom a Replieve by Law lyes. - 

Next day the 23. of Septemb. a Foot Company of Souldiers of the Ar- 
mie, King hiring them, are ſent without any Officer, but brouglit by 
Latemer and Ir</and early in the morning,pretending the Lord Generals 
Warrant, with Muskets ſhoot and break open the doores of my houſe 
before any demand, or ſhewing any Warrant; break open Chambers, 
rob them of money and other goods, enter my wives Chamber, affright 
her and her trembling daughters, ( Ireland being Officer in chief for the 
houſe ſervice) rob the Stables of Horſes, Bridles and Saddles, and other 
goods; and without any reſiſtance yet lay violent hands on me, and 
with all diſgracefull uſage that malice could direct, carried me ptiſo- 
ner to St. Albong, 

. Lattemer commanded in chiefthat partie, that out of the ſame Field 
they took them the day before, take the Cattell again, and drive them 
— Albons. W ˖ 

My wife comes to St. A/ boat, acquaints the Committee of the wrong 
done her in her fifth part, could have no relief, but by procuring Bond 
to be given to one Hickman, that her ſon ſnould come to an account for 
the Rent pretended, which ſhe procures to be done: and ſo the Cattell 
were delivered for this time. 

Saterday 14. of Od: b. Irepaired to the Committee, required as by the 
Ordinancea Certificate, and an Inventory; the Inventory isdenyed 
by King, for he mannages the bagge, the Certificate by {© me of the 
Committee leſſe malicious, promiſe it ready againſt Wedneſday, I ſent 
for it, and did receive it the 18. of Od. b. and - the 20. Icame to Len- 

don, 
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don, endeavouring by Petition to the Committee of Lords and Common, 
wich Certificate annexed, to be relieved upon hearing my juſt Come 
plaint, could not have my Petition read, til! Novemb. 1. and then refer» 
red to Mr. Bredfhe to peruſe, examine, and report the ſtate of the Caſe 
to the Committee on Friday ſevem night. 

King and R. bottome, ſo reitleſſe is their malice,that though they knew 
I was upon proſecution of an Appeal upon the Certificate, on Friday 
3- of Novemb. the ſaid Lattemer and Ireland. by King and Robottomes War- 
rant, out of the Orchard of my houſe, took and diove away fix milch 
Cows, three Yeerlings, tewoGeldings, two Mares, and one Colt, in truth 
our all we had, did drive them to St. Alon: My wife and fon repaired 
to them, juſtifies his agreement with bis mother for her fifth part thoſe 
Lands, offers if his account be not ſatisfa&ory, to account, and pay all 
Rent agreed on with the Committee, deſii es that the Cattell may be 
reſtored to his mot her, they deny it them; and cauſe Lattemer and Ireland 
next Market day to ſell chem at Hempſteed, the reaſonable value of the 
Cattell 80 li. | 

For this being my wives proper goods by the rule of Sequeſtration it 
ſelf, and not my own goods, but in that notion of allowance by Ordi- 
nance, and not acting as by the Ordinance, actions at Law, are proſe- 
cuted in my name for the ſame, being likewiſe by them done fince my 
Appeal —— they Petition the Committee of ladempuitie, I am 
ſummoned to appear Fuly 25. the matter not coming to hearing that 
day, I attended the 26. day; no call of the Cauſe that day, I attended 
the 27.day till after 4. in the afternoon,when i: was given out the Com- 
mittee would not fit that day, and the Officers confirmed it, and I went 
away; and after there came a Committee and ſa e, heard this and ano- 
ther cauſe of Complaint againſt my fon and Mr. Cambell by a Tenant of 
thoſe Lands, under the extent that will not pay his Rent, and is run in- 
to great Arrcars,and for taking their Jegall courſe. 

And firtt let me, Ibeſeech you, be unblamed to write, and ſet down 
the greateſt grievance that ever was heard of in this Kingdom for ob- 
ſtructing the Subjects liberty and the Laws, if this Committe hold on 
in their way, and ſtrain the Ordinance ſo far beyond a right intention, 
as they preſume to do. 

And ſirſt take the Ordinance it ſelf to judge of, and let all men that 
have reaſon to judge, conſider the lamentable condition that ſome men, 
and cauſes, fall into by judgement at the will and diſcretion ot ſuch a 
_ Judicature as they do proceed in thoſe higheſt points concerned „ the 
. aWyz 
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Laws, that mem & tuum, mens bicth · right, their N in Freehold? 
O tempera, O mores, whicher, to what, are we upon this precepiſe, are 
we going headlong into wilfull {lavery? | 
DieVeneris, 21 of May, 1647. 

For indempnifying all thoſe that have acted, or done any thing by 
Sea or Land by Authority of Parliament, this the Title. 

The Ordinance. The Lords and Commons taking notice that divers 
well affected perſons have been ſued, indiQed, proſecuted, or moleſted, 
for ſuch acts and things which they have ated and done by Authority 
of this preſent Parliament, or for the ſervice or benefic thereof, during 
theſelate Wars and troubles, do hereby Ocdain, and declare, And be 
it by Authority of Parliament ordained and declared , that no perſon 
or perſons whatſoever, who have ſince the beginning of this preſens 
Parliament, acted or done, or commanded to be acted, or done any act 
or thing whatſoever by Authority of this preſent Parliament, or for 
the (ſervice or benefit thereof, by Sea or by Land, ought to be ſued, in- 
difted, proſecuted or moleſted for the ſame; and that every ſuch perſon 
or perſons whatſoever, are, and ſhall be hereby fully acquitted and diſ- 
charged, of all Actions, Suics. Indictments, Informations, Proſecutions, 
Judgemenrs, Executions, and Moleſtations whatſoever concerning th 
fame; and all Judges, Juſtices, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bay lifts, Jurors, Ott 
cers, Miniſter ot juſtice whatſoever, are hereby required to take notice 


thereof, and duly to obſerve the ſame. 


And forthe eaſe of all ſuch perſons,who are or ſha!l be ſued, indicted, 
roſecuted, or moleſted for any ſuch act or thing as aforeſaid , Ic is 
ereby declared and Ordained, That in every Aion, Suit, Indictment, 

Information, or Proſecution, whatſoever, wherein, or whereby they 
ſhall be ſo ſued, indifted, proſecuted, or molelted as is aforeſaid, con- 
trary to this Ordinance, It ſhall be lawtull to, and for all perſons afore- 
ſaid, their Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſignes, ro plead the 
generall Ifſue that they are nit guilty; or any other generall Iſſue, as 
the caſe ſhall require: and ſhall and may give in evidence to the Jury 
thatſhall try the ſame, that the matter in queſtion was an act or thing 


done, or commanded to be acted or done by Authority of this preſent 


Parliament, or for the ſervice or benefit thereof; which Evidence being 
proved, ſhall be admitted and allowed by the reſpective Judges, Juſtices, 
and Jury, before whom ir ſhall be tryed, as ſufficient ro maintain the 
ſaid general] Iſſue: And if the Verdict (ball paſſe with the Defendant, 
or Defendants in any Action, Bill, Pla int, or Suit, as is aforeſaid, or the 
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Plaintiffe, or Plaintiffs ſhall be non-ſuit therein, or ſuffer any diſconti« 
nuance thereof, the reſpective Jadges and Juſtices ſhall award to the 
Defendant, or Defendants treb'e Cofts, for which the ſaid Defendant, 
or Defendants ſhall have the like remedy as in the like caſes they ought 
to have by the Laws of this Land : And what any Judges, Juſtices, or 
Sheriffes, Mayors, Bayliffs, Juror, Offi-ers and Miniſters of Juttice ſhall 
do accoi ding to this Ordinance, or in purſuance thereof, they ſhall be 
Juſtified and ſaved harmleſſe by Authority of Parliament, for and con- 


cerning the ſame. - 
And becauſe ſuch perſons who have acted, or commanded tobe acted 


or done any ſuch act or thing as is aforeſaid, may be poore and not able 


to defend a Suit at Common- Law, or may find theniſelves agrieved in 
the proceedings thereof, now for a further relief of ſuch perſons it is 
hereby Ordained and Declared by the authority afore'aid ; That any 
ſuch perſons ſo ſued, indicted, proſecuted, or moleſted as is aforeſaid, 
may at any time hereafter when and as often as they ſhall be ſued, in- 
dicted, proſecuted, or moleſted, for any ſuch act or thing as is afore- 
ſald, eicher before or after a triall, make their complaint to. 

Thus far the Ordinance as to the materiall parts, and lawdable as in 
the true intention todetermin ſuch things as in the exigence and heat 
of the late Wars have from the beginning of the Parliament, till (this 
Ocdinance made in calmer ti nes, in 1647 acted or done, to any, modeſt 
mans judgement be otherwiſe underſtood , but onely for the time paſt, 
and meerly to acts concerning the Wars and ſervice for the Parliament 
in matters of War, for as in other power by O dinances. . 

As in Sequeſtrations my caſe and ſuch like, there are particular Ordi - 
nances to guid cauſes of Got nature, and thoſe are by Committes im- 
powred to hear, and if upon a juſt cauſe to clear the party preſumed to 
have incurred a Sequeſtration if there be cauſe, upon the reaſons and 
cauſes in that Ordinance, for what ſequeſtrable or not ſequeſtrable; and 
if Committees or others by their autkority and commands, ſhall act 
things unwarrantable by the Ordinance, they are not to be protected, 
and the party injured is no leſſe a Son of the Common-wealth lineally 
deſcended from Magna Charta to all liberty and benefit of the Laws, and 
may moſt properly ſeek his remedy by appeale heretofore to the Com- 
mittee of Lords and Commons, and now renewed by act to the Ho- 
norable Barons of the Exchequer, to receive and determine upon all 
appeales, where my appeale now depends under publication; ard all 


perſons who ſhall be employed and do in purſuance of the Ordinan w 
the 
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the Acta, and Services warranted to be doue by authority of that Ordi- 
nance to be indempnified, and therefore thoſe Ordinances to the end 
the parties authorized that they may go ſafe on in the true intention 

the Ordinance, and not to be ./ jurious to men that are not compre- 
hended in the intention and marks plainly ſet down in the Ordinance, 
it is twice ſet down in the thi:d and thirteenth Inſtruction, intituled, 
Iiftrufions for the Committees for ſeque ration of Delinquents eftates that wher= 
in they conceive any duubi ty be guided by the directions of the Committee of Lords 
aud Commons for that ſe vice: but tor Committees to act without the rule 
and guide of that O dinance, do dii-ſeryice and diſ-honour tothe Par- 
liament, and preſume upon the power of Commictee-men, to aſt their 
own wills and malice, preſuming to be born out. And if actions are 
brought againſt Commictee-men, it is tant mount to an Appeale, and 
thoſe Committee-men have the advantage, and may complain to the 
proper Authority co hear and determine, and ſend for parties to attend 
and make theic defence, which is the ſtile of that one-eared Committee 
of Indempuity, who are to indempniſie becauſe complained: to, and 
have not another care to judge upon reaſon, and indeed not power by 
their Ocdinance todo otherwiſe, and though the Ordinance in its plain 
Eaꝝliſp intend not cauſes originall cothis Committee, but to tryalls at 
Law, and upon pleading the generall iſſue, and the Ordinance for evi- 
dence upon a juſt and legall triall by 1a. of the neighbourhood trials, 
will have a fair and right underſtanding, and at ſecond hand be better 
fitted for Indempnicie if there be cauſe, 4 and the Ordinance cannot in- 
tend but as is ſet down in cauſe of being poore ) But that upon all Com- 
plaints, Orders to fliz out into all Countreys, and in all Cauſes to fetch 
up men to a {laviſh attendance, and meerly to bring grilts tothe Clerks 
mill, who to all mens deſerning has too ſawſie an influence on his Ma- 
ſters of that Committee, even to a buſie forwardnefle, as taking himſelf 
the wileſt man in the company, I mentioned two cauſes before as they 
were not proper for that | for the reaſons aforeſaid ; and the 
parties were not poore, but better able to defend the Suics then my ſelf. 
AndI ſee a Warrant to take away the Hay of my ground, and Ireland 
to reſerve a third part of the moneys to bear the charges of theſe very 
Suits;-and they have carried off my grounds 100 loads of Hay; And 
whiles I have been here to attend this buſineſſe ( ſo inraged they are in 
villanies ) that they have carried a great quancicie of Timber off my 


grounds, prepared for repairs, and all preluming on the countenance 
of 
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of that Committee,who by their Orders in the two Suits have awarded 
them 55 li. Coſts; And one Alen a Goldſmith, a Member of that Com- 
mittee, a fierce ſlickler, to incline the moderate of that Commictee to 
retain the Cauſes, and make ſuch unjuſt Orders. 

The reaſons in chief for giving thoſe Colt and ſuperceding proceed- 
ings at Law, upon both ſeverall Suits at Law thus expreſt by the Com- 
mittee man Ales, we muſt indempnifie our ſervants. There is likewiſe 
one Mr. Lemma a Member, Iknow not whether a Committee-man of 
this Commictee, but the promoter of theſe mens complaints to the 
Committee, who in ſome degree knows ( if they be not birds of a fea- 
ther) that it is a doubttull meaſure, or a meaſuring caſt, whether King 
his ignorance or inſolence lyes neereſt the Jack; But no queſtion, it 
weigh'd in Allens Scales, his malice would hold weight to both. And I 
wonder what is Lemmon reaſon, being grown a man of fortune and 
eſtate, and might confider the belt preſervative to give ic continuance 
to his poſteririe, is the protection of the Laws, that in this caſe againſt 
my no other but lawfull Application to be Judged by the Laws, he 
ſhould thus farre countenance ſuch theep-biters, for men in the truſt of 
ſuch actinęs, and ſo well able to juſtifie themſelves againit Suics at Law, 
and upon ſo great advantage as they preſume the Ordinance is to 
chem, to ſeek ſuperfuge, at the beſt provided for a remedie for the poore, 
renderi them no better then in the nature of ſheep bicers, that hang 
tails between their legs upon fear of a di.covery ; ſuch ſervants belt be- 
come Allens skill in his reaſon and honeſtie, to be a Judge in their cauſes. 
But theſe to put me in minde of an obſervation, that wiſe man Lord 
Egerton, Lord Chancellor of England had upon the Laws, and tryals by 
Juries, that the Laws were the juſt ballaſt of doing every man right, 
that tryals by Juries when and where mens conſciences were bounded 
wich fear to offend God, and not tobe opened ſo large as for frieudfhip, 
or any other ends to be exerciſed as a ſer veturn. 

Pur as tryals were moſtlie in his time carried, was, that two knaves 
pack into ten fools was ſufficient to deſtroy any man that unhappi'y 
might meet with ſuch a Jury either of life, Free- hold, or whatſoever 
came under ſuch tryall, and in ome caſes in all, Ido verily beleeve,that 
both Alen and Lemmon, in their times and callings, have been Jury men, 
and have experienced ſomething towards truth in this matter : I can» 
not yet ſo eaſily go off of this Commirtee of Indempnitie , where I have 
in obedience to their Orders ſo flaviſhly waited, and been bitten in 8 
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ſelf, and in my concern now foure (everall times by Orders; and it hall 
be of the manner of proceeding to hear Cauſes, for the matter as Alen 
Caies, they muſt indempnitie their ſervants who complain, and prove 
the matter camplained on, and de facto prove it, for it is chiefly for being 
ſued at Law, this is record; and that it is ſo, is cauſe that muſt be in- 
dempnified, by the Ordinance, as they themſelves are Judges of it: ſo 
here is ſhort and ſure wo. k for Alen skill in Laws, and rules in honeſty. 

The Committee fic at a Table, five is a ſufficient number: the Com- 
plaiat and proof arefirit read by Kirk the Clerk, lay what can be ſaid 
in right or reaſon, but to give a ſeeming of a full hearing you muſt 
wichdriw : A word never heard of in Courts intruſted wich the judica- 
ture of Cauſes, till this Committee; The Committee are then turned 
into a Jury to conlider coſts, and ic may be you called in to hear your 
doom; but howſoever you ſhall hear of ic in their Order: this is all is to 
ement, the face of the 


oarjng of both the parties on 
of all hearers of the whole 


fit ing. Now Mr. Alen, it word better 
precious jewell of your profeſſion, then 
ſo far above your underifanding ( and precious than gold) for 
you to be a Judge of che deſeiſing mai of their properties, the I her- 
rance deſcended to me from my great Grandfather, and to him by his 


Mother the Heir for 400 yeers. But this is 
gold in a Swincs ſpur, and ſol leay' of 
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